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August 3, 2011 
 

Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce/ Sustainable South Florida Awards 
1601 Biscayne Boulevard, Ballroom Level / Miami, FL  33132-1260 
 

TO:  Sustainable South Florida Awards Review Committee 
 

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation for Mr. Greg Hamra.   
 

I have had the pleasure of working with Greg, principally, during his tenure as a volunteer with the US Green Building 
Council South Florida Chapter, a non-profit organization.  Greg has been a solid contributor involved in myriad educational 
and website initiatives, principally in Miami-Dade County, but organization-wide, too.  To say that his volunteer 
contributions have been outstanding would fall far short of a fair assessment. 
 

Greg's volunteer work product is always of the highest caliber, and he continually sets a great example for his volunteer 
peers.  He is a terrific listener, always provides sound counsel, and very often takes on tasks not related to his primary 
responsibilities.  Having worked closely with Greg over the past three years, I can unequivocally state that his honesty and 
integrity are above reproach, and he consistently proves to be an efficient, systematic organizer who sets priorities and 
works well in a team setting.   
 

In his professional life as an educator for Everblue, Greg is unquestionably one of the most talented instructors concerning 
sustainability and green building in the country.  Greg's grasp of content is undisputed, but, like any great teacher, it's his 
passion for the subject matter, his respect for his students, and his marvelous observational and teaching skills that make 
him one of the best instructors in the business.  Greg makes the complicated simple, not only explaining the how behind 
the topic, but also the whys and wherefores.  He is patient with his students and paints real-life examples to reinforce their 
learning experience. 
 

Anyone who knows Greg has encountered his imaginative creative bent, which explains why his students not only learn, 
but have fun doing so and later become "groupies" who constantly refer peers to his classes.  They have learned firsthand 
that, as a teacher, Greg will, without question, deliver the goods. 
 

In my position as Executive Director of the organization, I have personally benefited from Greg's unselfish efforts and 
support.  He is unquestionably cooperative, helpful and loyal to our non-profit organization, and is an excellent liaison 
person and team player.  With a can-do approach to tasks and an ever-inspiring optimistic attitude, Greg is a tangible 
asset -- whether guiding a committee through a simple assignment or tackling solo an unrelated project, his contributions 
are top-shelf.  Additionally, he never hesitates to contribute ideas geared toward the more efficient running of our 
organization.  In short, he's been a rock for us.   
 

Greg's consistently excellent performance enables me to give him my highest recommendation.  Please feel free to 
contact me personally if I can be of further assistance in providing information concerning Greg's volunteer contributions to 
the USGBC South Florida Chapter.   
 

Sincerely, 
 

Lee Cooke, Executive Director, USGBC South Florida Chapter 
c/o Florida Atlantic University, College of Engineering and Computer Science 
777 Glades Road, Room EE 329, Boca Raton, FL  33431-0991 
561-373-7367 / lcooke@usgbcsf.org / www.usgbcsf.org  
 

Build Green!  Everyone Profits!  Consider the environment, please, before printing this email. 
 

PS ... In an effort to reduce our carbon footprint and paper consumption, the USGBC conducts most of its business 
communications via email and electronic means.  If you desire to have a hardcopy of this recommendation on Chapter 
letterhead, please let me know and I would be pleased to generate one for you. 

mailto:lcooke@usgbcsf.org
http://www.usgbcsf.org/
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August 1, 2011 
 

To: Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce 
      Sustainable South Florida Awards 
      RE: Nomination – Green Visionary Award Nominee - Greg Hamra, Everblue 
 
 
I am writing this note in support of Greg Hamra’s candidacy for the Sustainable South Florida Green Visionary 
award.  I have known Greg for approximately three years and he is, without question, one of the most dedicated 
and passionate proponents of sustainability in our community. I therefore strongly recommend Greg for the Green 
Visionary Award and am pleased to share the following examples of his leadership.   
  
First, and perhaps most important to me professionally, Greg was the reason I passed the U.S. Green Building 
Council’s LEED™ Accredited Professional (LEED AP) exam with flying colors.  Prior to taking the LEED AP exam, I 
was studying on my own and Greg asked me a few questions to gauge my level of understanding of the material.  
Greg quickly determined that I should postpone my exam date and enroll in his upcoming course to ensure that I 
would pass.  At the time, I was Chair of the Miami-Dade & Keys Branch of the South Florida Chapter of the USGBC 
and could not afford to fail, especially since I would get only one chance at taking the exam in light of an impending 
change in the exam format.   
  
I was touched that Greg was so genuinely concerned about whether or not I would pass the LEED AP exam and 
grateful for his “intervention.”  What’s more, I was highly impressed with Greg’s understanding of the LEED 
framework, not to mention his gift for imparting his knowledge in a fun and engaging manner.  On a separate note, 
Greg has served as an advisory board member of Dream in Green (DIG) for nearly one year.  As you may know, 
DIG is a Miami-based nonprofit organization that received the Sustainable South Florida Award for Green Education 
and Outreach in 2009 and 2010.  Greg has volunteered his time for DIG on a number of occasions and his 
expertise in the area of green education is invaluable.  As Chair and Co-founder of DIG, I sincerely hope that Greg 
will deepen his involvement with the organization and continue helping us enhance its educational programs. 
 
In conclusion, I would like to reiterate that Greg Hamra possesses all the key qualities of a visionary leader.  He’s 
an innovative thinker who is committed to leading his community towards a sustainable future.  For this, I highly 
recommend him for the Green Visionary Award. 

  
 
 
 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Nick Gunia 
President
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